Labor faces holdup
over Clinton’s rules
on unions, Lott
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THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Senate Majority Leader Trent
Lott yesterday threatened to hold
up Alexis Herman’s nomination to
be labor secretary until President
Clinton withdraws plans to force
federal contractors to unionize.

“We think it's a big mistake for
the president to be suggesting that
in order to get federal contracts,
[companies] must in fact meet the
approval of labor unions,” the Mis-
sissippi Republican said. He said
the plans violate federal law and
competitive bidding regulations.

“There’s a big concern develop-
ing” among Republicans, who are
ready to block not only the Her-
man nomination, but the Labor
Department’s funding, he said.

The White House did not have
any immediate comment. Sen, Ed-
ward M. Kennedy, Massachusetts
Democrat, was working furiously
yesterday to find a way to pry the
troubled nomination loose.

“It’s unfortunate the leadership
has tied the nomination to this”
said Jim Manley, a spokesman for
Mr. Kennedy, who noted it could
take months to sort out the legal
questions surrounding the White
House plans.

At issue are an executive order
and regulations the White House is
drafting that would impose major
new pro-labor requirements on
companies bidding for $200 billion
of construction work ‘and other
services contracted out by the gov-
ernment each year.

Another $120 billion of school
construction projects also could be
affected by the rules, since they
apply to school districts and other
local governments that accept fed-
eral funding, GOP aides said.

The rules would require compa-
nies to have a “satisfactory labor
record” to get contracts and would
bar the use of federal money to
fight unions. They also could force
the debarment of contractors who
are the subject of enforcement ac-
tions by the National Labor Rela-
tions Board and other federal

agencies.
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Republicans and business orga-
nizations say the rules are a payoff
to the powerful labor union for the

' millions it spent on Mr. Clinton’s

re-election last year, and question
whether the White House has the
legal authority to unilaterally im-
pose the new mandates.

“There seems to be a pattern of
trying to do by executive order
what should be done through the
legislative process,” Mr. Lott said.
“We take that as an infringement
of our constitutional prerogatives.

“This is directly contrary to
what President Kennedy did. He
said there was going to be open
bidding,” with contracts going to
the lowest bidder, he added.

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce
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and other business groups say a
lawsuit against the rules is likely.
. Mr. Lott said he had intended to
; bring up the Herman nomination

The nomination already had

tions that the labor appointee
played a role in the Democratic
fund-raising scandal.. But it
cleared the Senate Labor and Hu-
man Resources Committee last
week after Miss Herman satisfied
the queries of her critics at a
grueling hearing.

Mr. Lott said a bill funding the
Labor Department later this year
also could be blocked because of
the draft regulations.

“The question of how Congress

bor and the nomination is in doubt
until that’s cleared up,” the major-
ity leader said.

Some GOP senators “are so
ticked off that they’re ready to
scrap the entire Department of La-
bor,” said a top GOP aide.

“This is a massive power grab”
by the administration and its labor
allies, said the aide.

The regulations are so sweeping
that the $35 million the AFL-CIO
spent on ads supporting Demo-
crats last year “would be the best-
spent money in history if this suc-
ceeds,” he said.

“We're saying to the White
House, don’t do it, or you'll pay
through the nose,” the aide said."
GOP senators are prepared . ‘to
block not only the Herman nomi-
nation but another four deputy la-
bor department slots that are open
right now, he said.






