fornia Board of Re-
gents is getting ready

to make an important deci-
sion regarding construc-

. tion of the University of

T he Universify of Cali-

California, Merced. The

_board will decide whether
to sign off on a project la-
bor agreement, otherwise
knownas aPLA, thatisbe-
ing 1_1egotiated by the uni-
versity and trade unions.

Nobody’s releasing

specifics of how the nego- .

“tiations are going, but re-
gardless; we urge the re-
gents to vote against a
PLA, whatever its terms.

The regents need to
stick with tried and true
procedures for contracting
out construction, and that
means open bidding by all
qualified  contractors,
without secretly negotiat-
ed labor agreements that
drive up wage costs, feath-
er union nests and leave
good local workers out in
the cold.

Yousee, if the regentsap-

prove a PLA, it will have
the effect of creating a bar-
rier for local workers and
concractors, and that will
benothingless thana poke
in the eye for the people of
Merced and the rest of the
Central Valley.
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PLA is bad news
| for local workers

University of California regents should rq'e&
project labor agreement for UC Merced construction

In plain talk, the PLA is-
sue is a.union vs. nonunion
issue, with the big, well-fi-
nanced, well-connected
unions from outside the
Valley usinga PLA toel-
bow local nonunion people
out of the UC Merced proj-
ect. And that explains all
of the union hammering
for a PLA. (Remember
that the UC Merced proj-
ect isn't exactly small
change. There’ll be more
than S150 million worth of
work out at the campus
golf course site starting in
May - and that’s just the
beginning. Little wonder,
then, that unions from all
over the state are salivat-
ing.) .

The nonunion folks are

. going toe-to-toe with their

union cousins, though, and
when all is said and done,
the nonunion folks are
more credible. Make thata
lot more credible. In fact,
we're even embarrassed
for the unions, because
they’ve had to drag out
smoke and mirrors in an
attempt to make their
case. .

For example, their slick
packet of information in-
cludes something called
“PROJECT LABOR
AGREEMENTS: An Ex-
ploratory Study,” written
by Daniel Rounds, who is
identified as a research as-
sociate at the Institute for
Labor and Employment at
UCLA.

His study focused on
three construction proj-
ects (two wsre power
plants)thathad PLAs, and
he addressed the pros and
cons of project labor agree-
ments. After interviewing
project owners and man-
agers, Rounds concluded

that their
comments
supported
l PLA propo-
| nents.
The opinion Duh. He
oftheMerced  talked  to
Sun-Star people who
agreed ' to
PLAs in the first place,
and so when he talked to

them, they said they like
PLAs. Of course! The
study’s findings offer
scant proof that PLAs are
the construction indus-
try’s equivalent of mother-
hood and apple pie.

One more thing, while

‘we’re on the subject of the

study. Rounds didn’t note

the symbiotic relation-

ship between environmen-
tal groups and the trade
unions when it comes to
power plant construction,
Here’s the deal, according
to The Wall Street Jour-
nal: A utility company
comes along and wants to

build a new power plant.

But during the permitting
process, the utility is
handed a choice. Either
agree to a PLA or be
hauled into court for al-
legedly violating the En-
dangered Species Act.
Cute.

But getting back to UC
Merced... .

The University of Cali-
fornia regents had planned
to.decide on a PLA during

-their meeting in Los An-

geles today or tomorrow,
but now, they' ve decided to
postpone the vote. That
probably means the board
is nearly evenly split.

And so about 50 PLA op-
ponents plan to show up to-
day to express their con-
cerns.-

Clayton Smith, a branch

.manager of the Associat-

ed Builders and Contrac-
tors, Golden Gate Chapter,

said, “We want to demon-

strate our presence there
Wednesday regardlessand
make sure that they know
where we stand and the
fact that there is a popula-
tion out here that would be
left out” with the PLA
agreement. :

Smith says the regents’
decision “will have an im-
pact on every surrounding
city and county through-
out the Central Valley be-
cause if they (agreement
backers) get a project la-
bor agreement here at U
Merced, that is their foot
in the door to the rest of
the Central Valley, and
their ultimate goal is to
try to make it policy for
the entire state.”

There is no good reason
for the regents to accept a
PLA, and so we hope the
unions can’t flex enough
muscle or call in enough
markers to win the day.

‘We don’t mean for this to
be an indictment of all la-
bor union actions, but if
the unions win in this up-
coming regents Vote,
‘Merced County and the
rest of the Valley will defi-
nitely lose, big time.



