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tolls, where are they going to go?" the Secretary asked, to which he answered, "to the 
already overburdened and congested roads in Northern Virginia," which will then lead to 
increased wear and tear on those roadways as well as unacceptable harm to the quality of 
life of our local communities.  This will also end up costing the state billions in additional 
costs to these harmed communities. 
 
Given the current financial circumstances and the unsustainable costs associated with 
MWAA’s current Phase 2 plan, it is essential that you reverse the decision to build the 
underground metro station at Dulles International Airport.  The estimated $330 million 
additional funds necessary to build the expensive aerial option offers little value to 
taxpayers and metro riders for such a hefty price tag.  This decision will not be politically 
sustainable and unless reversed, the legacy of this Board could very well be "Rail to 
Wiehle." 
 
We also find it fiscally reckless for MWAA to adopt the unnecessary resolution directing 
MWAA staff to include a PLA in the procurement documents for Phase 2 of the project. 
As you know, we raised the issue of PLAs in a hearing of the House Transportation 
Committee, held by Chairman May, in March.  We never received satisfactory answers 
about the added costs from PLAs.  Instead, this decision was made hastily with little 
discussion.  If MWAA mandates a PLA in the specifications of Phase 2 bidding 
documents, it will harm local and Commonwealth taxpayers, increase costs for Dulles 
Toll Road users, and discourage competition from Virginia's qualified construction firms. 
 It will also put the funding path for this project on an unsustainable path that our 
constituents simply will not accept. 
 
Further, the logic MWAA board members used to mandate a PLA on Phase 2 is based on 
misinformation provided by special interests serving on the MWAA board. MWAA 
member Dennis Martire is the Vice-President of The Laborers International Union of 
North America (LiUNA). A Phase 2 PLA mandate will result in LiUNA, the labor 
organization employing Mr. Martire, receiving a financial windfall worth tens of millions 
of dollars resulting from an estimated 10 million man hours of labor supplied by LiUNA 
members. What are the potential conflicts of interest here?  The public needs to know 
more about this situation.  MWAA board members and staff cannot ignore such an 
appearance of conflict. 
 
What's worse, is the potential economic consequences for Commonwealth taxpayers. 
Studies estimate PLA mandates increase the cost of construction by 12 percent and 18 
percent compared to similar non-PLA projects, and these could very well be low 
estimates.  MWAA's financial stakeholders can't afford the $300 million to $450 million 
in crony contracting costs added to the $2.5 billion construction budget. 
  
In addition, this is unfair to Virginia workers.  Virginia can't afford the job losses 
resulting from this PLA, as 96 percent of Virginia's private construction workforce does 
not belong to a union, and they deserve a fair shot at these high paying jobs. Pro-PLA 
Board Members claimed that a PLA provides a steady workforce, implying that there was 
some type of worker shortages in today's economy. This has no basis in fact. A PLA 
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